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LIBRARY 

 

The first “True Story Book Club” meets on Friday, January 31st at 6 PM.  The book is “She Has 

Her Mother’s Laugh”.  Copies available to checkout at the library. 

 

The library is celebrating “World Read Aloud Day” Friday, February 1st, all day long.  Students 

from Brookside and Crossroads Charter Academy will be at the library to go through storybook 

walks at the library, plus they will be listening to books being read to them by various people in 

our community.  Other students will also be reading books aloud.  Join us to soak up fun stories, 

which are sure to make you smile (and maybe remember your childhood days too).   

 

RECREATION 

 

DADDY DAUGHTER DANCE – Will be held at the Big Rapids Middle School on February 15, 

2019 from 7 pm to 9 pm. The cost will be $7.00 to pre-register and $10.00 at the door. 

ALL AGES WELCOME.  

 

Along with the dance, are the many winter activities and programs that are listed on the 

attached flier that will continue throughout the next several weeks. 

 

A reminder, that the ice-skating rink at Hemlock Park is open during park hours 8:00 a.m. to 

10:00 p.m.  

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

Director, Jim Eddinger, would like to thank, the new Director of Neighborhood Services, Paula 

Priebe, for her hard work in putting together the meeting to discuss the proposed traffic 

changes at the Charter School. Without needing direction, she saw the problem we were 

having and took action. The meeting brought about a few changes to Fleis and VandenBrink’s 

suggestions that led to a “buy in” by the citizen that was most upset. She also did an excellent 

job presenting the new suggestions to the City Commission at the most recent commission 

meeting this past Tuesday. This affirms the message to our residents, that their concerns will 

always be considered, and that government works. This is a clear sign of leadership on her 

part and validation that she was the correct choice for the position. We are impressed by her 

assistance to our department and her dedication to the city.  

 

In the past week, the Police Division responded to 33 complaints.  Of significance was a CSC 
reported at 120 Locust.  Investigators are continuing to follow up on this complaint. 
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In the past week, the Fire Division responded to 27 calls for service.  There were no real calls 
of significance to report. 
 
On Monday, a Foreign exchange student from Germany, that is a volunteer in 
Hamburg Germany, spent the day with the Duty crew. 
 
On Thursday crews assisted with Rope’s and Knots for the Fire Fighter 1 and 2 class. 
 
 

PUBLIC WORKS ACTIVITIES 

 

264 -Adult Riders - ($2.50 Fare) 

  
344 - Children Riders - ($1.25 Fare)     

  

797  -  ($1.25 Fare) – Senior(175)  and Disabled (622)  passengers of which 181 used the 

wheelchair lift to board 

 

87 - Free Riders – (77)  Aides that ride with disabled passengers and (10) children  and under 

with an adult 

 

53  - No shows 

 

570 -Out of City   

  

2,641– Ferris Shuttle                   

 

Ferris Shuttle is back and the main route on Campus stops at the East Campus Mailbox area, 

Lot 28 (behind McDonald’s), Allied Health, Campus Community Center, Lot 4 (near Travis 

Circle), Rock Cafe, Lot 50 (next to Granger building), University Center, Arts and Science, 7:30 

am -7:00 pm  (M-F) and 7:30 am – 2:00 pm Fridays.  

 

37 - Safe Riders  -(free rides from local establishments to anyone in the community on Friday 

and Saturday nights 12:00am to 2:30am) 

 

4,186 - Total Passengers  (no shows included in this total) 

 

1,492 - Demand Response Only  (no-shows not included in this)                               

 

DPW:  STREETS –  

 

• Jetted sewers on Escott and Mechanic St. 

• Responded to 3 residences with frozen water lines 

• Thawed frozen water line on Birch St. 

• Plowed and salted streets, parking lots, and alleys 

• Checked our routine sewers 

• Fixed 2 signs run over during accidents 



 

DPW:  PARKS – 
 

• Opening and cleaning of City Hall restrooms 

• Picked up trash downtown and in parks 

• Continued sanding and painting picnic table boards 

• Plowed snow 

• Salted sidewalks 

• Checked downtown lights 

MAIN MAINTENANCE -   

 

• MISS Digs  

• Shut offs/turn-ons 

• Meter reads, re-reads, final reads 

• Meter changeouts 
 

WWTP – 

• The plant is operating well, but some digester and cold-weather issues continue. 

• Ordered and received repair parts for one of the STP Moyno Pumps. 

• Ordered and received 5 replacement light fixture lenses for the WWTP Shop. 

• Aeration Basin D.O. control logic has been modified and is now working well. 

• Some oil loss was discovered in Digester Blower #4.  Professional Pump has been 

notified and will respond with a recommended course of action. 

• A failed belt and an erratic control caused the furnace to fail in the Grease/Grit Bldg. 

• Water lines froze in the Grease/Grit Building; Damage repair has been scheduled.  

• Acid-soaked and power washed the drum screen on our SDC machine 

• Agile Safety repaired and calibrated our portable and fixed gas detectors. 

• A leaking Aeration Basin air supply line joint was discovered and tightened.   

• Screw Pump grease hoppers were re-filled and waste jugs emptied. 

• WWTP Pre-Construction meetings were held with F&V, NWK, Isabella and City Staff. 

• Provided Tom Berdinski with an e-copy of our original 2014 Asset Management Plan. 

• Windemuller is on-site to perform preliminary electrical work for our WWTP Water 

Improvements Project. 

• Ordered and received a new replacement Micro Clip portable gas detector. 

• Cleaned or replaced air filter pads on multiple cooling fans in electrical room. 

 
Mark Gifford, City Manager 


